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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replacealKprior versions and listings of claims in 
the application: 

I i sting qf Claims' . • ' 

1 . (currently amended) In a drywall knife, said drywall knife comprising: 
a handle having an elongatedirtner core comprising a longitudinal axis, a 

transverse axis, a front end. a rear end and first and second opposite surfaces 
extending hum the rear end to the front end of the inner core along th« 
longitudinal axis thereof; and 

a blade securely mounted to tfia front end of the inner core; 

the improvement wherein: 

the inner core of the handle comprises at le a s t one-re gq 66 rows of 
recesses extending along the first surface of thg inner core, each of said 
recesses having an opening facing sqjd^rst surface so as to reduce the overall 
weight ot the drywall knitc, s aid recesses furthor defining a set of intersecting 
ribs shaped, positioned and sized ab as to ensure rigidity of the handle while 
maintaining said reduced overall weight of the drywall knife, and 

said inner core farther comprises a lid hingedly mounted lo the first 
surface of the inner core, said lid bein^.positioned and sized to be folded about 
an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis of the inner core ao as to cover said at 
le a s t on e r e c ese rowa of recesses, thinner core with the lid in folded position 
being covered with a covering material- so as to facilitate hand gripping of the 
drywall knife . 

2, (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 1, wherein 
the front end of the inner core ia provided with a slit extending along the 
transversal axis of the inner core, safd slit comprising two shoulders extending 


PAGE 4/15 * RCVD AT 12/9/2003 5:55:25 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:15163659805 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-C6 


DEC-09-2003 18: 00 COLLARD&ROE 


Page 3 

U.S. patent application No. 09/776.729 


parallel to the longitudinal axiG of the inner core and defining an insertion slot 
: into which the blade of the drywall knife is securely inserted. 

3. (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 2, wherein 
the blade of the drywall kmte consistent @ thin plate having an edge provided 
with a fishbone comprising toothed edges, said fishbone being devised to be 
inserted into the insertion slot at the frorjtend of the inner core so that when the 
fishbone is inserted into said slot, the tpb*ed edges grip into the shoulders and 
prevent the blade from being removed from the Inner core of the drywall knife. 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (original) An ergonomic drywrall knife according to claim 1, wherein 
the front end of the inner oore is sianted.onto the blade in such a manner that a 
user of the drywall knrfc can rest his other hand onto the tront end ot said inner 
core and onto said blade in a substantially flat manner 

6. (oiiyinal) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 1 f wherein 
the Inner core comprises a first fingetiupport portion adjacent the front end of 
the handle on one of said first and $eco:nd opposite surfaces ot the inner core 
for supporting at least one extended finger of a user's hand holding the drywall 
knife. 

7. (original) An ergonomic dryvyall knife according to claim 6, wherein 
the inner core com prises a second finger support portion adjacent the front end 
of the handle on the other one of said first and second opposite surfaces for 
supporting at least one other extendeo^finger of the user's hand. 

8. (original) An ergonomic drywijall Jcnife according to claim 7 T wherein 
the Inner core with me lid in folded position is covered with a covering material 
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oo as to facilitate hand gripping of thfe -drywall knife, said inner core being 
covered with said covering material in such a manner that each finger support 
portion is left uncovered 

9. (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 8, wherein 
each tingcrsupport portion rcspcctiyeiy.comprises two finger-shaped recessed 
cavities, each finger support portioning used for alte matively su pporting the 
user's index and middle fingers respectively. 

i a (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 8, wherein 
said at least one finger and said at least one other finger are respectively the 
user's thumb and index fingers. 

11. (Currently Amended) An ergonomic drywall knife according to daim 
U f wherein the second surface of me inner core of the handle is provided wrth a 
protuberance comprising an outer surface having at least one groove in the 
shape of a sign, said second surface further comprising at least one channel 
leading within Ihe inner coie to said at least one groove, when said 
protuberance is placed on said second surface of said inner core such that 
when the inner oorc is covered with tlre-covenng material, the outer surface of 
said protuberance is not covered, by the- covering material and thus remains 
visible and said at least one channel and said at least one groove of the second 
surface of the inner core are both filled-up with the covering material to produce 
said at least one sign on said outer surface of said protuberance of said second 
surface. 

12. (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the sign on the protuberance of the seobnd surface is selected from lliayruufj 
consisting of names, words, numbers, logos, trademarks and symbols 

7 conveying information. 
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1 3. (original) An ergonomic dry^all knife according to claim 1 2, wherein 
the inner core is made ot polypropylene and the covering material is made of 
santoprene, and wherein the inner core has a colour different from that of the 
covering material su lhat the sign produced fomns a visual contrast with the 
protuberance of the second surface pf the Inner core. 

14. (Currently Amended) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 
1 , wherein saiti a l IhhkI (ir iHia ts ass fctik pf iei:esses o on i pri ftftft comprise, two 
rows each having seven recesses, eacih row extending along the longitudinal 
axis of the inner core. 

15. (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 3, wherein 
the edge of I he Matin whose fishbone \j& inserted into Ihe in^eitinn slnl of the 
front end is provided with an extruded reinforcement 

1 6. (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 1 5, wherein 
the blade is made of steel and th<a' : extruded reinforcement is made of 
aluminium. 

> 

17. (original) An ergonomic dryWall knife according to claim 4, wherein 
the lid is provided with a protuberance having an outer surface, said outer 
surface not being mvtirwri hy the cohering material. 

18. (original) An ergonomic dryykii knife according to claim 8, wherein 
the rear end of the inner core comprises a hole extending through the inner 
core from the first surface to the second surface thereof, said hole not being 
covered by the covering material. 

19. (original) An ergonomic drywall knife according to claim 1, wherein 
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' • '■ the front end of the inner core is transversely wider than the rear end. 

• 2W (currently amended) in a. drvwall knife comprising: 

a handle having an elongated inner core comprising a longitudinal axis, a 
/ transverse axis, a front end, a rear eraUnd first and second opposite surfaces 

extending from the rear end to the front end of the inner core along the 
longitudinal axis thereof; and 

a blade securely mounted to the front end of the inner core; 
the improvement wherein: 

Hie inner core of the handle comprises a t le a s t o n e rece s s rows of 
recesses extending along the first surface of the inner core, each of said 
[ recesses having an opening facing $eirifir$t surface so as to reduce the overall 

weioht of the drvwall knife, said receaa&a further defining a set of intersecting 
ribs shaped, positioned and sized so afe to ensure rigidity of the handle while 
; maintaining said reduced overall wqjpht of the drvwall knife. 

said inner core further comprises a lid hingediy mounted to the first 
surface ot the inner core, said lid bei repositioned and sized to be folded about 
an axis parallel to the longitudinal axii bf the inner core so as to cover said [at 
least one recess] rows of recesses, the inner core with the lid in Folded position 
being covered with a covering roatorlfll'so as to facilitate hand gripping of the 
drvwall knife; • ;■ 

the front end of the inner core isslanted onto the blade in such a manner 
. , that a user of the drywall knife can re&hls or her hand onto the fi onL end of 

said inner core and onto said blade jrva substantially flat manner; 

the Inner core comprises a firtf jihger support portion adjacent the front 
* end ot the handle on one of said fifst a^d second opposite surfaces of the inner 
. j. 1 * core for supporting at least one extendjed finger of a user's hand holding the 

drywall knife; 

the inner core comprises a second finger support portion adjacent the 
• front end of the handle on the othdrone of said first and second opposite 
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. surfaces for supporting at least one artier extended finger of the user's hand, 
each finger support portion respectively comprising two finger-shaped 

recessed cavities; 

the inner core with the lid in folded position is covered with a covering 

material so as to facilitate hand gripping of the drywall knife f said inner core 

being covered with said covering material In such a manner that each finger 

support portion ie lett uncovered; and 

the front end of the inner core>i^transver^ely wider than the rear end. 



PAGE 9/15 " RCVD AT 12/9/2003 5:55:25 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:15163659S05 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-06 


